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HAMPSTEAD SCHOOL receives prestigious Artsmark Award  

Students and staff at Hampstead School are celebrating after receiving a prestigious 
Artsmark Award. Artsmark is Arts Council England’s award for schools and education 
settings that champion cultural education. It celebrates settings that embrace the arts 
across the curriculum, bringing them to life for children and young people.  

In order to achieve their Artsmark Award, Hampstead School had to develop their arts 
and culture provision to embed a broad and balanced curriculum. This was achieved 
by creating an overall plan that was committed to and delivered across the whole 
school.  

Hampstead School was supported by A New Direction in planning and developing 
their initial objectives. A New Direction worked alongside the school at various stages 
to support their Artsmark Award achievement.  

”As an Artsmark school, Hampstead School gained access to exceptional networks 
and resources from some of the most treasured cultural organisations in the country, 
which helped to strengthen and deliver their arts provision. Through Artsmark, 
Hampstead School will continue to incorporate art and culture into every pupil’s life, 
learning, knowledge and understanding, helping them to build skills, resilience, 
confidence and character.”  

On receiving the award, Jacques Szemalikowski, Headteacher said: “We’re extremely 
proud of achieving our Artsmark Gold Award. We are committed to delivering a high-
quality arts and cultural education and we look forward to continue to grow with 
Artsmark.”  

Darren Henley, Chief Executive of Arts Council England, said:  

“I would like to congratulate Hampstead School on their Artsmark Award. As an 
Artsmark school, Hampstead School exemplifies how the Award can help schools to 
achieve a broad and balanced curriculum, ensuring that each of its pupils is given the 
opportunity to explore and build a love of the arts that will remain with them as they go 
through adult life.”  
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Notes to editor:  

Hampstead School is a London Borough of Camden maintained comprehensive School 
with 1300 students (almost 300 in the Sixth Form). The school is very popular locally, with 
an admission number of 210. Visitors often comment on the mutual respect which is 



 

 

evident between students and between students and staff, with OfSTED citing students’ 
views on our “harmonious and welcoming community”. 

 

The diverse and representative background of our students is a real strength of the 
school. Over 80% of students are of Ethnic Minority origin, with over 65 different 
languages spoken in the school. Around half our students have English as an 
Additional Language, some 40% are currently on Free School Meals. 
 

About Artsmark Award  

The Artsmark Award has been created to help unlock the potential of children and 
young people, to develop their character and talent, and increase their knowledge and 
understanding. In short, Artsmark has been designed to bring the arts and culture to 
life in every classroom.  

Awarded by Arts Council England, Artsmark is designed by schools, for schools, to 
help them deliver high quality art and cultural education.  

Across the country Artsmark is rewarding more and more schools and education 
settings for championing the arts and culture. Artsmark schools gain access to 
exceptional resources as well as networks of the country’s most treasured cultural 
organisations, helping them develop and strengthen their art provision.  

Visit artsmark.org.uk for more information. 

 
About Arts Council England  

Arts Council England is the national development body for arts and culture across 
England, working to enrich people’s lives. We support a range of activities across the 
arts, museums and libraries – from theatre to visual art, reading to dance, music to 
literature, and crafts to collections. Great art and culture inspires us, brings us together 
and teaches us about ourselves and the world around us. In short, it makes life better. 
Between 2018 and 2022, we will invest £1.45 billion of public money from government 
and an estimated £860 million from the National Lottery to help create these 
experiences for as many people as possible across the country.  

 

Visit artscouncil.org.uk for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

  


