
Key texts to support wider reading: ART

Author Title Summary

Michael Rosen & 
Annemarie Young

Why Do We Need Art? 
What Do We Gain by 
Being Creative? And 
Other Big Questions

A highly topical look at the role of art and 
the importance of creativity in our lives and 
the wider world.

Kari Herbert We are Artists: Women 
who made their mark on 
the world

We Are Artists celebrates the life and work 
of 15 female artists from around the globe 
and the distinctive mark they made on the 
art world and beyond.

Susie Hodge Why Your Five Year Old 
Could Not Have Done 
That
Modern Art Explained

An enjoyable and thought-provoking book in 
which Susie Hodge explains why modern art 
is not, and never has been, child’s play

John Berger Ways of Seeing Ways of Seeing is a unique look at the way 
we view art.

Austin Kleon Steal Like An Artist: 10 
Things Nobody Told You 
About Being Creative

When asked to talk to students at Broome 
Community College in upstate New York in 
the spring of 2011, Austin Kleon wrote a 
simple list often things he wished he'd heard 
when he was their age:

Lucy Alexander & 
Timothy Meara

Central St Martins 
Foundation: Key Lessons 
in Art & Design

Explore and expand your creative skill set 
with Central Saint Martins Foundation. 
Guided by key lessons from college tutors, 
you'll learn to expand your creative abilities 
and develop your own visual language.

Julian Bell, Julia 
Balchin, Claudia 
Tobin

Ways of Drawing A lavishly illustrated collection of essays on 
drawing as a vital intellectual, artistic and 
life practice, by the artists of the Royal 
Drawing School

Reading for pleasure


