
Sixth Form Wider Reading and Discovery Lists for A-Level 

Sciences 

 

Going Beyond the Classroom: Super-Curricular Learning 

 

One of the best ways you stand out during your Sixth Form studies is through the amount 

of independent study you undertake outside of the classroom. Regardless of your future 

plans, the ability to extend yourself and research independently into your interests is an 

invaluable skill – this will support your university applications and/or future job applications 

and interviews. All universities expect more than just classroom knowledge, which is where 

super-curricular activities come in; these are academic enrichment tasks that show you are 

interested in your studies beyond what is on the school syllabus. 

This ‘Discovery List’ has been put together to help you develop your interests not only in 

you chosen fields of study, but also in the wider world around you. 
 

Podcasts 

www.bbcearth.com/news/the-best-nature-science-and-technology-podcasts 

 

Details of the history of the best scientific discoveries 

www.nobelprize.org 

 

The site of the scientific journal 

www.nature.com 

 

Podcasts, news and interviews with scientists about recent scientific developments 

www.royalsociety.org  

 

New Scientist News 

www.newscientist.com/section/news 

 

 

http://www.bbcearth.com/news/the-best-nature-science-and-technology-podcasts
http://www.nobelprize.org/
http://www.nature.com/
http://www.royalsociety.org/


BIOLOGY 

 

 

Bill Bryson: The Body: A guide for occupants 

Adam Kay: This is going to hurt 

Henry Marsh: Do no harm 

Peter Godfrey-Smith: The octopus and the evolution of intelligent life  

Websites  

www.ibiblio.org/virtualcell/index.htm 

An interactive cell biology site  

www.accessexcellence.org/RC/VL/GG 

A web site showing illustrations of many processes of biotechnology  

www.uq.oz.au/nanoworld 

Visit the world of electron-microscopy 

www.dnai.org/a/index.html 

Explore the genetic code 

www.nhm.ac.uk 

The London Natural History Museum’s website with lots of interesting educational material 

www.bmj.com 

The website of the British Medical Journal 

www.bbc.co.uk/news/science_and_environment 

The BBC news page for Science and the Environment 

http://www.ibiblio.org/virtualcell/index.htm
http://www.accessexcellence.org/RC/VL/GG
http://www.uq.oz.au/nanoworld
http://www.dnai.org/a/index.html
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/
http://www.bmj.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science_and_environment


CHEMISTRY 

Books 

 

 

Periodic Table of Videos by Martyn Poliakoff  

www.youtube.com  

Royal Society of Chemistry  

www.rsc.org.uk  

Institution of Chemical Engineers  

www.icheme.org  

Compoundchemistry 

www.compoundchem.com 

Chemguide  

www.chemguide.co.uk 

IFLScience 

www.iflscience.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.rsc.org.uk/
http://www.icheme.org/
http://www.compoundchem.com/
http://www.chemguide.co.uk/


PHYSICS 

 

 

www.iop.org  
www.sixtysymbols.com  
www.physicsworld.com  
http://home.web.cern.ch/topics/large-hadron-collider 
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